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PERCUSSIONIST / COMPOSER / INSTRUMENT BUILDER  

G
anesh Anandan was born and raised in Bangalore,
South India, where he studied Karnatic flute under the
tutorship of GG.. VVeennuuggooppaall  and the mrdangam with

KK.. KK.. PPaarrtthhaassaarrtthhyy. After completing university (B. com) in 1976
he moved to Canada where he studied western classical music
theory and ethnomusicology (Gamelan music). He took part in a
variety of percussion workshops including the bodhran and tar
with GGlleenn  VVeelleezz (USA) and the tamurrelo and tammurriata with
CCaarrlloo  RRiizzzzoo (Italy). Ganesh was awarded several grants from
The Canada Arts Council and Le Conseil des Arts et des Lettres
du Québec for artistic projects and
studies. On one such grant, he had
long term studies with
TT.. NN.. SShhaasshhiikkuummaarr at the renowned
Karnataka College of Percussion in
Bangalore studying the tavil, a ritual
two-sided drum and the kanjira, a
South-Indian tambourine.

As a composer, improviser and
creator of original instruments, Ganesh
Anandan is an extraordinary
percussion explorer specializing in his
own finger drumming language he
likes to call Fingerworks. He freely combines his native South-
Indian drumming techniques with those of popular and
contemporary musical aesthetics. He transposed the karnatic
drumming techniques to frame drums and wrote an educational
book, titled Solkattu. In 1996, he built a series of percussion
instruments based on the Indian 22-shruti system (22 intervals)
with the help of sculptor and woodworker Nicholas Monroe. 

The double experience of Canada and India has styled and
woven the ensemble of his work.

As an independent artist Ganesh Anandan’s artistic itinerary
is eclectic and remarkable. Besides his contribution to film
and theatre creations, he has composed and performed with:

• EEnnsseemmbbllee  MMooddeerrnn  (Germany) • LLiiaanngg  HHee--PPiinngg - erhu (China)
• MMaallccoollmm  GGoollddsstteeiinn  - violin (USA) • OOrreeggoonn (USA) 
• DDeebbaasshhiisshh  BBaattaacchhaarryyaa - north Indian slide guitar (India)
• BBoobb  BBrroozzmmaann - slide guitar (USA) • OO..  SS..  AArruunn - vocal (India)
• OOmmaarr  SSoossaa - piano (Cuba) • GGlleenn  VVeelleezz - frame drums (USA)
• RRaaiinneerr  WWiieennss - guitar (Canada) • RRaammaassuuttrraa - dj Ram (Canada)
• PPaattrriicckk  GGrraahhaamm - bodhran and percussion (Canada)

• CCaarrlloo  RRiizzzzoo - Italian tambourines
• MMiicchheell  CCuussssoonn  EEnnsseemmbbllee (Canada)
• CCoolliinn  OOffffoorrdd – great bowing company (Australia)

• TThhee  KKaarrnnaattaakkaa  CCoolllleeggee  ooff  PPeerrccuussssiioonn  eennsseemmbbllee - (India)

Ganesh has worked with dancers including: 
RRooggeerr  SSiinnhhaa, MMaarriikkoo  TTaannaabbaaee, HHiiddeeoo  AArraaii  (Japan), PPeetteerr CChhiinn,
NNaaddiinnee  TThhoouuiinn,,  NNaattaasshhaa  BBaakkhhtt, LLiinn  SSnneelllliinngg, MMoottaazz  KKaabbbbaannii,
TThhee BBeeiijjiinngg  MMooddeerrnn  DDaannccee  EEnnsseemmbbllee  (China) and 
multi-disciplinary artists PPaassccaall  DDuuffaauuxx, GGuuyy  LLaarraammééee,
JJeerrrryy SSnneellll,,  MMiicchheell  LLeemmiieeuuxx  and VViiccttoorr  PPiilloonn.

Ganesh draws from the karnatic percussion
tradition and from extended drumming
techniques. He has developed a unique style
of finger drumming and has been
acclaimed by the critics as a master
percussionist, innovator and an
outstanding improvisor.  

www.fingerworks.org
ganesh@fingerworks.org

Ganesh is a rhythm facilitator, 
he gives clinics, master classes and workshops.
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